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An ESU (Queensland) event   “How to write a funny play”. 
 

Friday 30 April 2021 @ 6.00pm 
 
All members and guests are invited to join us for our next 2021 ESU Queensland social/cultural 
event. 
 
You will enjoy a delicious 2 course meal and a complimentary drink on arrival and be entertained 
by Hugh O'Brien as he shares his secrets on creating plays that make audiences laugh.  If you ever dreamed 
of writing a stage play or are you merely intrigued by how it is done this is a must attend event.  
 
Hugh is an Award-winning Queensland playwright and screenwriter. He is twice winner of both the 
Dogwood National Playwriting Initiative and the Noosa National One Act Playwriting Award for his comedy 
plays and most recently winner of the Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers National Playwriting Competition.  
 
What special skills does a person need to write a play?  How do you come up with an interesting plot?  How 
do you create compelling characters? Should you stick to writing only what you have personally 
experienced?  What is the best way to do research?  How do you make the dialogue sparkle?  What type of 
plays stand the best chance of being produced? Hugh will answer these questions and more as he uses 
examples from his own plays that will inspire you to write your own or at the very least, give you a deeper 
appreciation of this popular genre.  

. 
 

 

30 April Function Details.  
 
Where: Restaurant 66 on Ernest, South Brisbane TAFE. 
 
Parking: Free parking at the Southbank TAFE Campus – details 
provided on booking. 
 
Access:  A lift is available. 
 
Dress Code:  Smart Casual. 
 
Cost: $65 (members)/$75 (non-members) 
 
Reservations are essential. Email secretary@esu.org.au with 
your reservation details.  
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Each guest will receive 1 complimentary drink on arrival with a cash bar operating thereafter.  Due 
to Qld Health Covid-19 guidelines it is essential that you immediately be seated at a table post 
arrival. 
 
Dietary Requirements:  Please advise special dietary requirement when booking. 
 
It is essential that your reservation and payment be received by Friday 16 April 2021 for catering 
purposes.  If specific dietary requirement please advise with your acceptance. 
 
Payment.  Please pay by direct deposit to the English-Speaking Union BSB 034 086 Account 
number 169442 and use the reference “yourname”.  Because the event is catered by private 
caterers no refunds are possible if cancelling a paid reservation post Friday 16 April 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
Program Details 
6:00pm Arrive, COVID sign in, collect complimentary drink and move to be seated at tables. 

(no milling due to COVID plan).   
6:15pm  Guests seated at tables 
6:30 – 7:15pm  Welcome by ESU Chair Professor Roly Sussex  
  Main course served 
7:15 – 8:00pm  Presentation Hugh O’Brien Some video clips will be shown. 
8:00 - 8:30pm  Dessert served  
 
(Note: A bar will be available for purchase of drinks throughout the night.) 
 
Menu Selection: (Alternate Drop) 
 
Main Course 
Char grilled beef fillet, herbed polenta chips, buttered broccolini, thyme jus  (GF) (DF option) 
or 
Pan roasted Queensland Barramundi, citrus rice cake, edamame, blistered cherry tomato,  
chardonnay beurré blanc (GF) (DF option) 
 
Dessert 
Rose water panna cotta, blood orange jelly, glass biscuit, pomegranate syrup (GF option) 
or  
Chocolate hazelnut mousse dome, coffee foam, hazelnut crumb (GF option) 


