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Judge’s Notes 
 
Isaac Round, An Angel 
 
In a dusty farmhouse, an ageing couple have faded into a loveless marriage. This compact story, told without 
dialogue and from the wife’s perspective, carefully draws readers into their empty relationship. But tiny details 
suggest there’s more than meets the eye. In a masterful example of Shirley Jackson’s “less is more” technique, 
this author reveals much through clever understatement. An Angel is a bold effort, one that strongly suggests 
this young author has a promising future. 


